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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim1-18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kendall et al (Pub No US 2003/0202776), and further in view of Mears et al (Patent No 
US 6,707, 508). 

Regarding claiml, 10, Kendall discloses a method for controlling a video signal 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of: selecting a first video channel from a 
plurality of video channels in response to user input corresponding to a channel 
selection command using one of a channel scan mode and a direct channel selection 
mode (see paragraph 0028, fig.2 step 202); transferring a program signal received via 
a selected digital video channel I to a storage device in response to activation of a 
digital recording mode (see paragraph 0028, fig.2 step 202 and 204); selecting a new 
one of the plurality of digital video channels and analog video channels in response to 
the user input while in the digital recording mode (see paragraph 0028), wherein if the 
channel scan mode is used, selecting a next digital video channel in the channel scan 
sequence , and maintaining the digital recording mode (see paragraph 0028) but does 
not teach skipping any intervening analog video channels between a currently selected 
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video channel and the next digital video channel in the scan sequence. However Mears 
et al teaches skipping any intervening analog video channels between a currently 
selected video channel and the next digital video channel in the scan sequence (see 
column6 line57-59). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to skip analog video channel as in Mears because it would make 
channel searching much effective by minimizing time it take to find the desired 
channel. 

Regarding claim2, 1 1 , Kendall teaches if the selected channel corresponds to a 
digital video channel, selecting the digital video channel and maintaining the digital 
recording mode (see paragraph 0028) but does not teach if the selected channel 
corresponds to an analog video channel, selecting the analog video channel and 
terminating the digital recoding mode. However the user is able to terminate the digital 
recording if analog channel is selected. Therefore official notice is taken. 

Regarding claim3, 12, Kendall teaches the method according to claim 2, wherein 
the digital recording mode is initiated in response to user selection of predetermined 
keys on a user input device (see paragraph 0014, remote controller). 
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Regarding claim4, 13, Kendall teaches the method according to claim 2, wherein 
the digital recording mode is initiated in response to user selection of a digital video 
signal channel (see paragraph 0014, 0028). 

Regarding claim5, 14, Kendall teaches the method according to claim 2, wherein 
the program signal is stored in a designated buffer in the storage device (see paragraph 
0019, "storing the A/V data on buffer storage"). 

Regarding claim6, 15, Kendall teaches the method according to claim 5, wherein 
the storage device comprises a hard disk device coupled to the television apparatus via 
the IEEE 1394 bus (see paragraph 0021, HDD). 

Regarding claim7, 16, Kendall teaches the method according to claim 5, wherein 
the digital video channels are designated by respective major and minor channel 
numbers, and wherein if the newly selected video channel corresponds to a sub- 
channel having a new major channel number, deleting any program signals stored in 
the designated buffer (see paragraph 0005). 

Regarding claim8, 17, Kendall teaches the method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of determining whether PID filtering is enabled, and if so, deleting 
any program signals stored in the designated buffer upon selection of a new digital 
video channel (see paragraph 0031). 
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Regarding claim9, 18, Kendall teaches the method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of determining whether PID filtering is enabled, and if not, and 
wherein the digital video channels are designated by respective major and minor 
channel numbers, deleting any program signals stored in the designated buffer only 
when the newly selected digital video channel corresponds to a sub-channel having a 
new major channel number (see paragraph 0005, 0031). 

Therefore, the invention as a whole would have been prima facie obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, absent unexpected results 
to the contrary. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GIRUMSEW WENDMAGEGN whose telephone number 
is (571 )270-1 1 18. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,707 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2621 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Girumsew Wendmagegn/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/JAMIE JO ATALA/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



